the commonest problems of infection-control in hospitals is deciding whether to isolate patients with staphylococcal diseases, ranging from pimples to fulminating pneumonia and grossly septic wounds, and due to organisms ranging from those with full antibiotic sensitivity to those showing multiple resistance. There is no advice on this problem.
In Part III, entitled Hospital Environmental Infection, there are sections on subjects generally considered under other headings, such as methods of keeping wound-sepsis records, and the use of antibiotics. Many would not agree with the unqualified statement that cloxacillin is less effective than methicillin.
The important paragraphs on precautions in the collection of specimens may be overlooked by ward and departmental stafffor whom they are intendedbecause they are tucked away at the end of Part IV, which is an excellent section on precautions in the laboratory, autopsy room, and animal house.
For a control of infection committee preparing its own code of practice, this book will be useful in indicating the subjects on which guidance should be given. But some committees may hesitate to distribute the book itself because so many of the recommendations differ from generally approved practice. The book is written in loose and unstylish English which is irritating to read and is sometimes ambiguous. ROBERT This book records the proceedings of two 'workshop' conferences, one dealing with the chemistry of human gonadotrophins and the other with the development of the ovary in infancy, held in Birmingham in 1969. The participants were all specialists in these two fields, a number having taken part in both meetings, and the book is therefore strictly for experts.
There are ten papers in the section on the chemistry of gonadotrophins, together with a valuable summary of the general discussion. A number of fascinating features emergesuch as the separation of biologically and immunologically active properties by various treatments, and the daily output by adult males of FSH (between 20 and 50 i.u. [2nd IRP-HMGDbut the main value lies in the wealth oftechnical detail here provided.
The section on ovarian development is divided into three parts: normal development (five papers}; gonadotrophins and development (ten papers); and interactions between the hypothalamus, the hypophysis and the ovary (five papers). As Hannah Peters remarks in the introduction to this section, the dictum that nothing happens in the ovary during infancy has become obsolete, and reports of electron microscope studies add greatly to the understanding of some of these developmental processes. The relevance of hormones to these processes, the evolution of ovarian hormone production and of feedback effects are further subjects described. Apart from defining what is already known, the meeting served a valuable purpose in formulating questions to be explored for the further understanding of ovarian development and its hormone interrelations.
The editors are to be congratulated on the standards of academic excellence maintained in this volume.
G I M SWYER There is, first, a long section on schizophrenia, a disease not precisely described. The results of much arduous investigation of family histories are summarized and well documented accounts are given of evidence in favour of the alternative hypotheses' of single gene or polygenic inheritance. When a disease cannot be clearly defined, it is not surprising if its genetics are confusing. The section on manic depressive psychosis, which follows, contains some solid statistical material. We move on to firmer ground with the discussion on presenile dementias, including Huntington's and Pick's diseases. After this there is an interesting account of genetics in epilepsy. Familial investigations on the neuroses and personality deviations, such as criminality and homosexuality, are treated in some detail but little concrete genetic information is recorded.
All the rest of the book is concerned with the genetics of intelligence variations and of diseases which cause mental subnormality. A large selection of biochemical and cytogenetical errors is considered, including, of course, phenylketonuria, Klinefelter's and Down's syndromes. All of this must overlap with descriptions in other textbooks. There are about a thousand references. L S PENROSE Reconstructive Surgery in Leprosy by Ernest P Fritschi MB FRCS Dorth pp ix+225 illustrated £3025 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This modest little book will be welcomed by surgeons who from time to time are confronted with the remediable deformities that occur in untreated or ill-treated leprosy patients. It consists essentially of practical and technical instructions on the application of generally accepted surgical principles to the nonspecific paralyses and contractures that follow peripheral nerve damage in leprosy. 'Reconstructive surgery' includes orthopedic and plastic procedures on tendons, bones, joints and soft tissues. Many of the disfiguring and stigmatizing deformities of leprosy can be remedied surgically, but irreversible loss of sensation remains a considerable handicap.
The author's wide experience in operating theatre and teaching seminar, in India and Indonesia, gives the book its value: it is, however, no substitute for a period of in-service training in a unit where the co-operative skills of surgeon, physiotherapist,prosthetist,occupationaltherapist and nurse are available for those unfortunate victims of leprosy in whom preventable deformity has not been prevented.
Orthopedic and plastic surgeons will find much of interest here, especially in the accounts of tendon transfer for restoration of finger function, and the correction of facial deformities. By adapting and extending standard procedures, the surgeon working in leprosy is now discharging his debt to colleagues whose main interests have been injuries and conditions more common in the western hemisphere. S The new edition of 'Aerospace Medicine' appears a decade after its predecessora decade in which man has explored the moon and in which significant advances have been made in aviation. The medical support for these advances in technology presents a fascinating study, for it brings together the physician and thie physiologist in a manner unmatched by other activities and encourages many of the skills essential to modern environmental medicine to flourish in their own right. In this context aerospace medicine is allied with specialties such as underwater medicine, but in many other ways is merely the application of established medical practice to an unusual environment. In this book the problems which beset man in his exploration of the aerospace environment are covered by contributions on hypoxia and decompression, complex accelerations, escape and survival, and space medicine, but it is in the dayto-day care of aircrew and passengers that the book excels. Many of the clinical chapters will repay careful reading by those involved in the periodical examination of aircrew and by those who may advise, from time to time, on problems of special difficulty. The chapter by Perry will put the record straight for those interested in the role of psychiatry in aviation and space medicine; and the contributions by Lamb, Culver and Liske, on cardiopulmonary medicine, ophthalmology, and neurology, are excellent.
The book is essentially for the aeromedical specialist, but those engaged in environmental and occupational medicine will find much of interest in the chapters dealing with deceleration, vibration, noise and toxicology. Part 1 describes some specialized techniques in photography: the use of the Zeiss photoslit lamp in anterior segment photography, goniophotography, and fundus photography; cinephotography of the peripheral retina by the technique of Stenstrom; the adaptation of television to fundus fluorescein angiography; the role of cinematography in teaching. Unfortunately, there are no illustrations in Part 1, so the quality of the results obtained by the authors cannot be judged.
Part 2, which is by far the larger, is devoted to fluorescein photography of the fundus. Techniques of rapid sequence and cinefluorescein photography are described and fluorescein photography is compared with monochromatic light photography. The majority of the contributions deal with clinical and photographic features of ocular disease: hypertensive retinopathy, diabetic retinopathy and macular disease. There
